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HOW  CONELRAD  OPERATES 


(As  an  important  part  of  Operation 
Alert  1956  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense  sponsored  “Operation  Tune- 
In”.  This  was  made  possible  by  the 
national  operation  of  CONELRAD 
during  the  July  test.  All  county 
and  local  civil  defense  organizations, 
all  radio  and  television  broadcasting 
stations  and  private  citizens  were  re- 
quested to  file  reports  with  the  State 
Council  of  Civil  Defense  on  CONEL- 
RAD. Monitors  were  asked  to  file 
written  reports  indicating  the  exact 
geographical  location  of  their  listening 
post,  the  type  of  receiver  used,  and 
the  general  quality  of  reception.  As 
a result  of  this  information  a state- 
wide CONELRAD  map  is  being  de- 
signed with  a view  of  noting  CONEL- 
RAD’s  effectiveness  or  ineffectiveness. 
The  following  article  written  by  Dr. 
Richard  Gerstell,  Pennsylvania  State 
Civil  Defense  Director,  describes 
CONELRAD  and  how  it  works.) 
Radio  and  television  stations  rep- 
resent a potentially  invaluable  means 
for  public  broadcast  of  emergency  in- 
formation and  instructions  under  war- 
time conditions.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, normal  operation  of  radio  and 
television  broadcasting  stations  is 
characterized  by  the  emission  of  elec- 
tromagnetic radiations,  or  “beams” 
of  energy,  which  an  enemy  could  use 
to  help  “lead”  his  aircraft  and  missiles 
to  their  assigned  targets. 

In  order  to  make  it  impossible  for 
the  enemy  to  “home  on”  the  beams 
and  still  use  radio  for  public  broad- 
cast of  emergency  information  and 
instructions,  the  Nation’s  Radio  and 
Television  Broadcasters  have  joined 
with  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  and  the  Department  of 
Defense  in  the  development  of  an 
emergency  radio  broadcasting  system 
called  “Conelrad”.  The  name  Con- 


elrad  stands  for  “control  of  electro- 
magnetic radiations”. 

Under  the  Conelrad  program,  the 
Federal  Government  grants  those 
licensed  AM  radio  broadcasting  sta- 
tions which  volunteer  to  participate 
in  the  program  legal  authority  to  con- 
tinue broadcasting  under  emergency 
conditions,  utilizing  reduced  power 
and  special  frequency  assignments. 
Broadly  speaking,  only  authorized 
Conelrad  stations  will  be  permitted  to 
broadcast  under  attack  conditions. 

Approximately  one-half  of  Pennsyl- 
vania’s AM  radio  broadcasting  sta- 
tions already  have  volunteered  their 
services  and  have  installed  the  special 
equipment  required  for  active  partici- 
pation in  the  Conelrad  program.  Un- 
der threat  of  attack,  these  stations 
will  operate  either  as  members  of  spe- 
cial “station  clusters”,  or  as  independ- 
ent units,  all  devoting  their  primary 
efforts  to  local  broadcast  of  essential 
emergency  information  and  instruc- 
tions. 

When  warranted  by  the  threat  of 
attack,  federal  authorities  will  place 
all  radio  and  television  broadcasting 
stations  under  a “Conelrad  Alert”. 
Just  as  soon  as  this  goes  into  effect, 
all  authorized  AM  radio  broadcasting 
stations  will  shift  to  their  assigned 
Conelrad  frequencies  and  broadcast 
special  emergency  programs  under  re- 
duced power.  At  the  same  time,  all 
non-Conelrad  AM  stations,  together 
with  all  FM  and  all  television  stations, 
will  “go  off  the  air”  and  remain  silent 
until  declaration  of  the  “Conelrad  All- 
Clear”. 

When  Conelrad  is  in  effect,  all  au- 
thorized Conelrad  stations  will  broad- 
cast either  on  640  or  on  1240  kilo- 
cycles. This  means  that  they  readily 
will  be  heard  only  when  receivers  are 
(Cont’d  Page  7) 
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What  Is  State  Policy? 

The  Amateur  Radio  System 

All  radio  amateurs  are  licensed  by 
the  Federal  Communications  Commis- 
sion and  must  operate  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  rules,  regulations  and  orders 
promulgated  by  that  agency. 

During  wartime  or  under  conditions 
of  national  emergency,  regulations  of 
the  Commission  provide  that  radio 
amateurs  may  operate  only  in  accord- 
ance with  specific  emergency  plans 
previously  approved  both  by  the  Fed- 
eral Civil  Defense  Administration  and 
the  Commission.  These  plans  relate 
to  what  is  known  as  the  “Radio  Ama- 
teur Civil  Emergency  Service”  and  are 
accordingly  called  “RACES”  plans. 
Federal  regulations  require  both  a 
“State  RACES  Plan”  primarily  gov- 
erning the  statewide,  low  frequency, 
intercounty  net  and  “County  RACES 
Plans”  relating  primarily  to  individual, 
high  frequency  intra-county  networks. 

One  of  the  principal  objectives  of 
“RACES”  is  to  provide  for  the  most 
effective  possible  use  of  the  limited 
transmission  frequencies  available  for 
amateur  operations.  The  officers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Civil  Defense  Radio 
Amateur  System  have  prepared  and  the 
State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  the 
Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration 
and  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  formally  have  approved 
a “State  RACES  Plan”  for  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Primary  responsibility  for  organiza- 
tion and  operatioin  of  the  statewide, 
low  frequency,  inter-county  network 
rests  with  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense.  To  be  effective,  however 
these  activities  require  the  cooperation 
and  support  of  both  radio  amateurs 
and  County  Civil  Defense  Directors. 

For  the  information  and  conveni- 
ence of  all  concerned,  a summary  of 
( Cont’d  Page  6) 
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AFTER  THE  DISASTER 

(A  Lesson  Learned  by  Others) 

It  is  our  belief  that  the  following  re- 
port, reprinted  from  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington Civil  Defense  Bulletin,  is  of 
interest  to  Commonwealth  Civil  De- 
fense Directors: 

“A  news  story  from  Yuba  City, 
California,  where  38  lives  were  lost  in 
the  floods  of  last  December,  empha- 
sizes the  need  of  an  effective  civil 
defense  organization  before  a disaster 
strikes. 

“A  Grand  Jury  report  on  the  actions 
of  city  and  county  officials  during  the 
floods  gave  rise  to  public  discussion 
of  the  organization  in  that  community. 
County  and  city  officials,  however, 
labeled  the  report  ‘unjustly  critical.’  ” 

According  to  the  Oakland  Tribune, 
the  chairman  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors (Ed.  Note:  corresponding  to 
our  County  Commissioners)  at  the 
time  of  the  disaster  blamed  “apathy 
and  lack  of  interest  of  practically 
everyone”  for  the  fact  that  only  a 
token  civil  defense  was  provided  by 
the  city  and  county  jointly. 

The  supervisor  added,  “Certainly  I 
want  the  county  to  have  a workable 
civil  defense  organization  from  now 
on.  I sometimes  wonder  what  the  at- 
titude of  our  businessmen,  farmers, 
taxpayers  and  Grand  Jury  members 
would  have  been  if,  before  the  flood, 
we  had  appointed  a full-time  man 
(civil  defense  director)  at  the  salary 
we  are  paying  now.  . . . 

“It  was  the  terrible  misfortune  of 
Sutter  County  that  they  had  to  suffer 
to  teach  ourselves  and  others  in  the 
state  how  to  be  prepared  to  deal  with 
disaster.” 
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Lancaster  Schools  Issue 

Instruction  Booklet 

A publication  reviewed  recently  by 
the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  is 
the  Lancaster  School  District’s  “Civil 
Defense  for  Schools,”  issued  under 
the  Direction  of  Dr.  O.  H.  Aurand, 
Superintendent  of  Schools.  The  pub- 
lication is  considered  very  worthwhile. 

A school  civil  defense  council  is 
called  for  in  the  publication  to  con- 
sist of  the  following  persons: 

Superintendent  of  schools. 

A representative  from  the  school  board. 

Administrative  Director,  County  Civil 
Defense  Council. 

Two  representatives  from  the  county 
civil  defense  council. 

Superintendent  of  buildings  and  grounds. 

Chief,  school  medical  department. 

Principals  from  each  of  the  secondary 
schools. 

Principals  from  three  representative  ele- 
mentary schools. 

President  of  city  parent-teachers  asso- 
ciation council. 

A parent  from  each  of  the  secondary 
schools  and  from  each  of  three  representa- 
tive elementary  schools.  These  appoint- 
ments are  to  be  made  by  the  president  of 
the  city  parent-teachers  association  council. 

Director  of  civil  defense  for  city  schools. 

Dr.  Aurand  assigned  the  school 
principal  to  be  the  chief  civil  defense 
director  for  each  school  building  to 
be  supported  by  a staff,  an  organization 
to  include  a fire  guard,  first  aid  corps 
and  warning  system. 

In  Lancaster  the  School  Control 
Center  is  responsible  for  fanning  out 
the  alert  to  all  schools.  Each  school 
is  directed  to  have  its  own  air-raid 
signal  to  be  determined  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
a distinctive  signal  so  as  not  to  be 
confused  with  a fire  drill. 

Dr.  Aurand  also  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  selecting  proper  shelters 
and  maintaining  the  proper  emotional 
climate  in  such  shelters.  Drills  will 
originate  from  the  school  control  cen- 
ter at  least  once  each  month  accord- 
ing to  the  publication.  Frequent 
school  drills  are  urged  with  this  added 
bit  of  advice  “While  it  shall  be  the  re- 
sponsibility of  school  officials  to  pre- 
pare for  any  eventuality  the  best 
opinion  in  Lancaster  seems  to  indicate 
that  all  defense  preparations  should  be 
tempered  by  careful  judgment.  To 
prepare  pupils  psychologically  will  do 
much  to  minimize  panic  and  fear  in 
case  a real  emergency  arises.” 

Preparation  of  the  publication  was 
with  the  cooperation  of  Dr.  Richard 
Gerstell,  State  Director  of  Civil  De- 
fense; Max  Stierstorfer,  Administra- 
tive Assistant  of  Lancaster  County 
Civil  Defense;  Mr.  W.  B.  Aierstuck 
and  Mr.  Arnold  Fink,  Lancaster. 


An  Iron  Curtain  Report 

Reports  of  vastly  stepped-up  civil 
defense  activities  in  communist-con- 
trolled Czechoslovakia  come  from 
headquarters  of  Radio  Free  Europe 
in  Munich,  Germany. 

Quoting  refugee  sources,  the  reports 
said  virtually  every  Czechoslovakian 
is  being  schooled  in  the  essentials  of 
protection  against  atomic  and  hydrogen 
attack.  More  than  600,000  have  quali- 
fied for  the  government’s  civil  air  de- 
fense and  first  aid  badge,  the  reports 
added. 

A large  network  of  “atomic-proof 
shelters”  is  under  construction,  the 
reports  to  Radio  Free  Europe  said. 
They  added  that  shelters  are  being 
constructed  in  all  new  buildings,  in- 
cluding “apartment  houses  slated  for 
use  by  Communist  functionaries.” 

Meantime,  the  reports  went  on, 
many  World  War  II  bomb  shelters 
have  been  reconditioned  for  use  by 
the  civilian  population.  This  phase 
of  the  operation,  one  of  the  reports 
said,  was  being  conducted  “at  a fever- 
ish pace.” 

The  Radio  Free  Europe  report  con- 
tinued: 

“Special  importance  is  given  to  shel- 
ter construction  carried  out  by  the 
State  in  and  around  Prague.  A net- 
work of  subterranean  corridors  under 
the  Military  Hospital  has  been  com- 
pleted after  two  years  of  work.  This 
is  the  hospital  where  all  important 
Communist  leaders  are  treated.  Un- 
derground facilities  include  an  op- 
erating room  and  a portable  power 
unit.  Every  room  is  independently 
air  conditioned  and  has  its  own  filter- 
ing device. 

“Civil  air  defense  since  1953  has 
been  under  control  of  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior.  Virtually  every  non- 
combatant  in  the  nation  has  received 
some  civil  defense  instruction.  The 
instruction  is  free  and  classes  are  held 
at  least  twice  a week.  An  examina- 
tion is  given  at  the  completion  of  each 
course.  The  questions  deal  with  first 
aid,  transport  of  wounded,  battle  be- 
haviour and  chemical,  bacteriological 
and  nuclear  attack  defense. 

“Groups  of  homes  outside  city  lim- 
its are  organized  into  Air  Defense 
Units  and  every  apartment  house  in 
the  cities  has  trained  air  defense  per- 
sonnel.” 
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APOLOGY 

The  photograph  of  the  award  win- 
ning Radio  Amateur  in  the  May, 
1956,  issue  of  The  Keystone  De- 
fender should  have  had  the  credit 
line  “Staff  Photo  by  McLeod.” 
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THE  SURPRISE  ALERT 


The  statewide  surprise  alert  of  June 
2nd,  had,  as  Dr.  Richard  Gerstell, 
State  Director  of  Civil  Defense,  said, 
results  that  ranged  from  “excellent" 
to  “poor”  but  most  certainly  it  could 
be  termed  completely  successful  from 
the  viewpoint  of  training. 

It  is  felt  that  the  most  valuable 
lesson  learned  from  this  surprise  alert 
is  the  urgent  need  for  a foolproof, 
swift,  w'ell-oiled  fan-out  and  mobiliza- 
tion scheme. 

Very  few  sections  of  Pennsylvania 
(a  notable  exception  wTas  the  state’s 
biggest  city,  Philadelphia)  reported 
fan-out  success.  Berks  County  re- 
ported some  civil  defense  personnel 
caught  in  the  traffic  during  the  “Take 
Cover”  while  trying  to  get  to  head- 
quarters. 

Lancaster  reported  several  break- 
downs in  the  fan-out  system.  Bucks 
County,  Schuylkill,  Carbon.  Delaware, 
Erie  and  many  communities  reported 
this  kind  of  trouble. 

The  problem  of  fan-out  for  swift 
mobilization  will  always  be  a civil  de- 
fense headache,  inasmuch  as  the  use 
of  land  lines  in  areas  wThere  there  are 
many  telephone  exchanges,  presents 
difficulties.  It  is  urged,  how7ever, 
again,  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense,  that  study  be  made  as  a re- 
sult of  these  lessons  to  better  use  of 
the  Bell-and-Light  System  in  fan-out. 
It  is  realized  that  not  in  all  cases  can 
this  Bell-and-Light  System  be  used 
for  the  purpose,  as  in  some  areas  the 
instruments  do  not  exist.  But  how 
well  have  all  county  and  local  civil 
defense  directors  examined  all  of  the 
Bell-and-Light  stations  and  the  possi- 
bilities of  putting  these  stations  to  use 
in  the  fan-out  system? 

As  was  pointed  out  in  a story  ap- 
pearing in  the  June  issue  of  the  Key- 
stone Defender,  Dr.  Gerstell  has 
urged  civil  defense  directors  to  visit 
Bell-and-Light  stations  and  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  full  utilization  of 
these  stations.  This  is  an  important 
recommendation  and  should  be  ig- 
nored by  no  civil  defense  director. 
Another  important  lesson  seemed  to  be 
the  need  for  greater  publicity  about 
the  new  signals.  Many  newspapers 
commented  about  the  fact  that  the 
“Take  Cover”  signal  was  sounded  be- 
fore the  “Alert”  signal  and  pointed 
out  that  Federal  had  recommended  a 
reverse  order.  Nothing  could  be  fur- 
ther from  the  truth.  It  must  be 
pointed  out  to  the  public  that  there 
is  no  set  order  for  the  sounding  of  these 
new  signals;  that  either  one  of  the 
signals  may  be  sounded  first,  accord- 


ing to  instructions  received. 

There  are.  of  course,  areas  of  the 
Commonwealth  where  adequate  sirens 
do  not  exist.  This  is  a responsibility 
that  must  be  met  locally  with  the 
helping  hand  of  the  matching  fund 
program.  All  that  can  be  said  is  that 
the  warning  program  of  matching 
funds  is  wude  open  with  funds  cur- 
rently begging  for  use. 

Some  newspaper  quotes  follow7: 
LANCASTER  — “Police  Commis- 
sioner Fred  G.  McCartney  said  that 
generally  the  drill  wras  satisfactory. 
Some  people,  he  added,  disregarded 
the  signals,  but  cooperated  when  in- 
formed of  the  alert. 

“Observers  noted  that  in  many  cases 
Lancaster  traffic  continued  to  move, 
especially  at  those  intersections  w7here 
police  were  not  posted,  and  pedestrians 
made  little  attempt  to  take  shelter. 

“The  new  signals,  used  for  the  first 
time  yesterday,  are  a warbling  of 
sirens  to  ‘take  cover,’  and  a steady 
blast  of  the  siren  meaning  ‘listen  for 
emergency  instructions.’  ” 

“A  great  deal  of  the  confusion,  ac- 
cording to  CD  officials  resulted  from 
the  use  of  the  new  ‘alert’  signal.  Lender 
the  old  system,  the  alert  was  sounded 
prior  to  the  ‘take  cover,’  and  was  a 
warning  of  imminent  attack. 

“Under  the  new7  system,  the  ‘alert’ 
means  ‘listen’  or  ‘attention,’  and  may 
come  before  or  after  the  ‘take  cover.’ 
Yesterday,  it  followed  the  take  cover, 
and  was  in  effect  an  ‘all  clear.’  ” 

“C.  Abram  Snyder,  local  director, 
said  that  the  problem  is  now7  to  edu- 
cate the  public  to  the  new  signals. 
‘It  looked  to  me,’  he  said,  ‘like  there 
wTas  a great  deal  of  confusion  in 
the  different  audible  signals.’  ” 

“He  added  that  seven  out  of  the 
10  CD  divisions  responded  to  the 
call,  and  termed  it  a good  turnout  on 
such  short  notice.  He  said  that  it 
would  be  several  days  before  a full 
evaluation  of  the  test  could  be  made.” 
“Several  break-dowms  w7ere  reported 
in  the  ‘fan-out’  system  used  to  alert 
CD  crews  in  various  portions  of  the 
county.  Columbia  chief  of  police 
Eugene  McManus  reported  that  the 
borough’s  bell  and  light  unit  did  not 
function  properly  and  the  signals  were 
confused. 

“The  test  developed  a bottle  neck 
in  the  central  section  of  the  city  that 
left  both  police  and  CD  workers  help- 
less. Motorists  approaching  the  cen- 
tral section  either  did  not  hear  the 
warning  sirens  or  failed  to  understand 
them.” 

“An  editorial  in  the  ‘Lancaster 


Sunday  News’  stated  as  follows: 

“Citizens  response  to  the  sudden  air 
raid  alert  test  called  ‘very  poor'  by 
civil  defense  officials  because  new7  sig- 
nals w7ere  not  understood  is  an  indica- 
tion, of  course,  that  wre’ll  have  to  get 
familiar  with  the  new7  warnings,  but  it 
will  also  be  useful  in  emphasizing  that 
we  must  be  prepared  to  remember  the 
signals. 

“Some  of  the  pedestrians,  and  prob- 
ably auto  drivers,  too,  had  no  idea 
what  w7as  happening,  and  kept  moving 
along  until  the  alert  wras  called  to 
their  attention. 

“No  amount  of  education  on  sig- 
nals is  going  to  be  effective  unless  the 
public  realizes  that  they  must  be  kept 
in  mind  for  instant  use  although  a long 
period  of  time  may  elapse  between 
alerts.  How  to  get  that  done  seems 
a bigger  problem  than  the  difference 
in  signals.” 

ERIE — The  “Erie  Dispatch  Her- 
ald” stated  as  follows: 

“Local  officials  said  motorists  in  the 
dowmtowm  area,  wrhere  amber  lights 
prevailed,  cooperated  well  but  motor- 
ists in  other  areas  of  the  city  generally 
continued  on  their  merry  way. 

“Pedestrians,  displaying  less  knowfl- 
edge  of  w7hat  was  going  on,  failed  to 
take  cover.  Downtown  they  slack- 
ened their  w7alks  to  gape  at  the  stopped 
traffic  and  elsew7here  kept  on  going. 

“Dave  Parmenter,  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  Erie  County  CD  unit,  said 
the  biggest  flaw7  uncovered  yesterday 
w7as  in  the  control  center  at  Academy 
High.  Twenty-four  workers  w7ere  sta- 
tioned there. 

“We  have  10  telephones  there  but 
only  three  lines,”  he  said,  “but  we 
just  couldn’t  make  about  40  calls 
throughout  the  city  and  county  in  the 
short  time  involved. 

“This  wall  be  our  first  study  now. 
We  either  need  more  phones  and  more 
lines  or  we  may  have  to  find  addi- 
tional means  such  as  short  wave  radio,” 
he  said. 

An  editorial  in  “The  Erie  Dispatch” 
stated  : 

“We  might  just  as  well  face  the 
facts. 

“The  people,  and  that  means  you 
and  you,  apparently  are  not  concerned 
wflth  drills  that  might  help  to  keep 
them  alive  some  day. 

“That  much  wras  proven  again  Sat- 
urday w7hen  the  Civilian  Defense  test 
was  run  off. 

“Sirens  w7ailed,  whistles  tooted  and 
all  of  the  customary  signals  w7ere 
given,  telling  folks  to  ‘take  cover.’ 
(Cont’d  Page  7) 


MIDGET'  RESCUE  TRUCK 


“Little  Leo” 


Pictured  above  is  the  new  Civil  De- 
fense light-duty  Rescue  Truck  designed 
especially  for  rural  areas  and  said  to 
be  highly  maneuverable  and  capable 
of  travel  over  open  roads. 

The  nickname  given  to  this  vehicle 
by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Adminis- 
tration is  “Little  Leo,”  a light-weight 
counterpart  to  the  heavy-duty  rescue 
truck  known  familiarly  as  “Calamity 
Jane.” 

Equipped  with  standard  rescue 
tools,  the  new  four-wheel-drive  panel 
truck  can  carry  a five-member  crew 
across  open  fields  should  highways  be 
needed  for  other  traffic.  Federal 
Civil  Defense  Administration  believes 
the  truck  will  increase  greatly  the  mo- 
bility of  civil  defense  rescue  operations. 

Among  other  attributes,  “Little 
Leo”  has  been  engineered  for  rela- 
tively low  gasoline  consumption,  which 
could  be  a critical  factor  in  the  event 
of  an  enemy  attack  on  the  United 
States. 

The  truck  has  a gross  weight  of 
about  5,000  pounds,  less  than  % the 
weight  of  “Calamity  Jane.” 

This  truck  is  being  produced  by  two 
firms,  according  to  latest  reports.  It 
may  be  procured  on  a matching  fund 
basis.  According  to  latest  instruc- 
tions, the  truck  may  be  obtained  on 
either  local  or  federal  procurement, 
with  the  local  obligation  indicated  in 
about  the  neighborhood  of  $3,000.00, 
slightly  more  or  less.  (The  State 
Council  of  Civil  Defense  has  been  ad- 
vised that  if  twenty-five  orders  are 
placed  on  federal  procurement,  the 
price  could  probably  be  reduced.) 


State  Medical  Stockpiles 

Twenty-three  counties  of  the  Com- 
monwealth have  satisfactorily  met  the 
requirements  of  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense  Circular  No.  69  (Local  Stock- 
piling of  State  Council  Medical  Sup- 
plies) and  have  received  emergency 
medical  supplies  for  local  warehous- 
ing. 

The  State  allocation  of  medical  sup- 
plies for  local  stockpiling  is  sufficient 
to  provide  first  aid  care  for  more  than 
100,000  casualties.  Total  value  is  es- 
timated at  $200,000. 

Counties  who  have  received  stock- 
piles thus  far  from  the  Indiantown 
Gap  warehouses,  together  with  the 
number  of  Units  received,  follow: 

Adams,  1 ; Bucks,  1 ; Carbon,  1 ; 
Delaware,  2 ; Huntingdon,  1 ; North- 
umberland, 1;  Berks,  2;  Butler,  1; 
Clearfield,  1;  Elk,  1;  Lebanon,  1; 
Snyder,  1. 

Blair,  2 ; Cambria,  2 ; Cumberland, 
1 ; Erie,  3 ; Lehigh,  3 ; Westmoreland, 
1 ; Bradford,  1 ; Cameron,  1 ; Dau- 
phin. 1;  Greene,  1;  Mifflin,  1. 

TELEPHONES  CHANGED 
IN  WESTERN  AREA 

A reminder  was  furnished  recently 
by  Ross  I.  Webb,  Western  Area  Di- 
rector on  new  telephone  numbers  at 
the  Western  Area  Control  Center: 

The  new  numbers  are  Butler  7-3771 
and  7-3751  (both  are  trunk-hunting 
numbers).  These  are  emergency  num- 
bers; administrative  telephone  num- 
bers remain  the  same. 


CAMP  SECURITY  j 

Emergency  procedures  have  been  j 
outlined  for  a large  Girl  Scout  camp 
and  township  civil  defense  directors  in 
a memorandum  prepared  by  the  Mont- 
gomery County  Civil  Defense  Coun- 
cil. 

Admiral  Charles  R.  Will,  director,] 
has  made  arrangements  for  alerting  ] 
this  camp  in  the  event  of  “unusual 
weather.”  He  states:  “In  the  event 
of  any  circumstances  that  cannot  be 
handled  by  camp  personnel,  County 
Civil  Defense  will  request  that  the 
local  Civil  Defense  Directors  listed 
in  the  memorandum  take  action  to  aid 
the  campers.” 

The  memorandum  furnishes  names  j 
of  key  camp  personnel  to  local  civil 
defense  directors.  It  also  provides  t 
civil  defense  names  to  camp  person- 
nel. All  telephone  numbers  are  listed. 

The  camp  personnel  are  advised: 
“In  the  event  of  a camp  emergency 
and  failure  of  the  camp  telephone,  the 
Camp  Director  will  please  send  mes- 
sengers to  (and  here  is  listed  local 
police  agencies)  who  may  communicate 
with  the  County  Police  Radio.” 

It  is  most  desirable  that  arrange- 
ments of  this  type  be  made.  All  local 
civil  defense  directors  should  know 
all  organized  camps  in  session  within 
their  localities,  together  with  approxi- 
mate camp  population,  facilities  avail- 
able, and  other  pertinent  data. 

SCHOOL  APPEAL 

An  appeal  for  volunteers  for  the 
Civil  Defense  Warden  Service  was  re- 
cently sent  to  the  parents  of  12,000 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  school  chil-  j 
dren. 

A letter  signed  by  Henry  M.  Hutch- 
ings, chief  of  the  Warden  Service,  was 
given  to  every  school  child  to  take 
home.  It  appealed  to  both  mothers 
and  fathers  to  give  not  more  than  two 
hours  a month  to  the  service. 

Chief  Hutchings  said  the  appeal 
was  made  to  parents  for  two  reasons: 
First,  as  parents  of  children  in  school, 
they  represent  the  best  age  group  for 
the  work;  second,  as  parents,  their 
greatest  apprehension  is  for  the  future 
generation. 

Welcome,  New  Directors 

Eastern  Area 

Mr.  Alvin  Roberts,  Carversville, 
Pa.;  Mr.  Glenn  Stratton,  Aldenville, 
Pa.;  Mr.  Albert  Rutledge,  Galilee, 
Pa.  (P.  O.  Callicoon,  R.  D.  #2,  New 
York);  Mr.  Andrew  Major,  Jr.,  Box 
172,  Gouldsboro,  Pa. 
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THE  FEDERAL  DISASTER  LAW 


U.  S.  Government  emergency  disas- 
ter assistance  is  made  available  under 
the  Federal  Disaster  Act  (Public  Law 
875,  81st  Congress)  to  State  and  local 
governments  following  presidential 
declaration  of  a “Major  Disaster”  in 
the  area. 

This  law  was  enacted  to  provide 
for  a means  of  supplemental  assist- 
ance to  States  and  local  governments 
in  carrying  otlt  their  responsibilities 
to  alleviate  suffering  and  damage  re- 
sulting from  major  disasters. 

Following  declaration  of  major  dis- 
aster, all  departments  and  agencies  of 
the  National  Government,  when  di- 
rected by  the  President,  are  author- 
ized to  provide  emergency  aid  and 
assistance.  This  may  consist  in  util- 
izing or  lending  their  equipment,  sup- 
plies, facilities,  personnel  and  other 
resources;  distributing  through  the 
American  Red  Cross,  or  otherwise, 
medicines,  food  and  other  consumable 
supplies;  donating  surplus  property; 
performing  emergency  work  for  the 
preservation  of  life  and  property. 

It  may  also  cover  clearing  debris 
and  wreckage  from  public  property — 
or  from  private  property  if  necessary 
for  reasons  of  health  or  safety;  mak- 
ing emergency  repairs  to  and  tempo- 
rary replacement  of  essential  public 
facilities;  providing  for  temporary 
housing  or  emergency  shelters,  and 
making  contributions  to  State  and 
local  governments  for  such  purposes. 

The  Act  does  not  authorize  perma- 
nent restoration  and  rehabilitation 
work  for  the  aid  of  States,  but  re- 
stricts activity  to  temporary  or  emer- 
gency types  of  assistance.  How'ever, 
it  does  provide  additional  authority 
for  the  permanent  restoration  of  facili- 
ties of  the  National  Government  which 
are  damaged  or  destroyed  by  major 
disasters,  if  the  President  so  directs. 

In  January,  1953,  the  President  by 
Executive  Order  10427  transferred 
authority  under  Public  Law  875  from 
the  Housing  and  Home  Finance 
Agency  to  the  Federal  Civil  Defense 
Administration.  Under  Executive  Or- 
der 10427,  FCDA  is  authorized  to 
undertake  the  following: 

1.  To  direct  agencies  of  the  Na- 
tional Government  to  provide  assist- 
ance in  major  disasters. 

2.  To  coordinate  the  activities  of 
agencies  of  the  National  Government 
in  providing  disaster  assistance  and  to 
direct  any  such  agency  to  utilize  its 
available  personnel,  equipment,  sup- 
plies, facilities  and  other  resources  in 
accordanace  with  the  authority  con- 


tained in  the  Act. 

3.  To  coordinate  the  preparation  of 
plans  by  national  agencies  in  anticipa- 
tion of  their  responsibilities  in  major 
disasters. 

4.  To  foster  the  development  of  such 
State  and  local  organizations  and 
plans  as  may  be  necessary  to  cope  with 
major  disasters. 

5.  To  coordinate  activities  of  other 
national  agencies  when  they  provide 
disaster  relief  under  their  own  statu- 
tory authorities. 

The  Executive  Order  also  sets  forth 
certain  basic  principles  governing  U.  S. 
Government  assistance:  “Federal  Dis- 
aster relief  shall  be  conditioned  upon 
reasonable  State  and  local  expendi- 
tures for  such  relief.  The  limited  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment for  disaster  relief  shall  be  made 
clear  to  State  and  local  agencies  con- 
cerned and  the  States  shall  be  en- 
couraged to  provide  funds  which  will 
be  available  for  disaster  relief  pur- 
poses.” All  project  applications  must 
be  approved  by  FCDA  and  are  reim- 
bursable when  properly  documented 
and  audited  by  FCDA  auditors.  Com- 
plete and  accurate  records  must  be  kept 
in  order  to  substantiate  such  claims. 

Since  FCDA  has  ben  assigned  re- 
sponsibility for  coordinating  activities 
of  all  Federal  agencies  under  the  Act, 
more  than  100  disaster  areas  have 
received  temporary  relief  after 
floods,  hurricanes,  tornadoes,  multiple 
droughts,  an  earthquake,  a forest  fire, 
and  a volcanic  eruption  in  Hawaii. 
Before  a disaster  occurs  or  is  immi- 
nent, FCDA  field  personnel  assigned 
to  seven  regional  offices  keep  a care- 
ful eye  on  conditions  that  could  cause 
a major  one  to  develop.  LTnusual 
rainfall,  wind  and  weather  conditions 
can  put  nature  on  the  rampage  in  a 
matter  of  days  or  hours.  The  Natural 
Disaster  Office  at  FCDA  headquarters 
in  Battle  Creek  monitors  these  field 
reports  closely  and  keeps  the  White 
House,  other  Federal  agencies,  and  the 
American  National  Red  Cross  advised. 

When  a request  for  a declaration 
reaches  the  President  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a State,  it  is  turned  over  to 
the  FCD  Administrator  for  investiga- 
tion and  report  to  the  President.  It  is 
assumed  that  the  Regional  FCD  Ad- 
ministrator has  been  advised  of  the 
situation  by  the  State,  including  the 
type  of  assistance  desired.  The  Re- 
gional Office  furnishes  and  receives  ad- 
vice from  field  offices  of  other  Federal 
agencies  located  in  the  region  and 
appropriate  area  office  of  the  Red 


Cross.  It  also  keeps  the  National 
Headquarters  advised  when  it  is  prob- 
able that  a request  for  the  declaration 
of  a major  disaster  will  go  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Should  a Governor’s  request  result 
in  the  declaration  of  a major  disaster 
by  the  President  and  a determination 
to  allocate  Public  Law  875  funds  to 
assist  the  disaster  area,  the  FCD  Ad- 
ministrator is  directed  by  the  President 
to  make  such  funds  available  to  the 
State.  Money  is  allotted  from  dis- 
aster funds  appropriated  by  Congress 
on  a continuing  basis  to  the  President 
for  use  at  his  discretion. 

FCDA  has  no  coordinating  author- 
ity over  the  American  National  Red 
Cross  which  continues  to  carry  out  its 
traditional  services  to  those  in  need 
as  a result  of  disaster  by  providing 
such  assistance  as  food,  clothing,  shel- 
ter, medical  care,  household  furnish- 
ings, building  and  repair  of  homes,  and 
occupational  rehabilitation.  However, 
close  working  agreement  exists  between 
the  two  agencies,  based  on  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  each.  Those  of  the 
Red  Cross  pertain  primarily  to  indi- 
viduals, while  FCDA  and  Federal 
agency  assistance  is  to  State  and  local 
governments. 

CHAPLAINS'  MEETING 

The  chaplains’  service  of  CD  was  re- 
vived and  new  officers  named  at  a 
meeting  at  City  Hall  in  Philadelphia 
June  13.  The  Rev.  Charles  A.  Woods, 
director  of  the  Catholic  Youth  Organi- 
zation, was  named  chief  chaplain.  A 
number  of  newly  appointed  regional 
chaplains  were  sworn  in  by  CD  Direc- 
tor Philip  Klein.  A plan  was  mapped 
out  to  have  Catholic,  Jewish  and  Prot- 
estant chaplains  assigned  to  the  four 
regional  control  centers.  Dr.  Fred  W. 
Kern.  Director  of  FCDA's  Religious 
Affairs  Office,  was  guest  speaker. 

Canadian  Students  Train 

Sixty-five  high  school  students  from 
various  Saskatchewan  (Canada)  cen- 
tres attended  a high  school  fire  Ward- 
ens Course  recently  at  the  Provincial 
Training  School. 

Held  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Provincial  Civil  Defense  Organization, 
the  course  gave  the  students  an  out- 
line of  civil  defense  training  activities 
in  this  Canadian  province,  with  em- 
phasis on  fire  fighting  and  prevention, 
and  driver  safety. 

In  charge  of  the  3-day  course  was 
Mr.  E.  L.  Breese,  Director  of  the 
Training  School. 
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MONROE  BOAT  UNIT 


Pictured  above,  during  Armed  Forces  Week  at  T obyhanna  Signal  Depot,  are  members  of 
the  Monroe  County  Civil  Defense  and  a portion  of  their  Boat  Unit  display. 

(Photo  by  Paul  M.  Crawn) 


AMATEUR  RADIO 

(From  Page  1) 

essential  information  concerning  or- 
ganization and  operation  of  this  net- 
work, which  is  generally  governed  by 
the  State  RACES  Plan,  is  presented 
below: 

Robert  Blackburn,  W3MPO,  State 
Radio  Officer;  Paul  Mercado,  W3FBF, 
Senior  Deputy,  State  Radio  Officer; 
Charles  Landis,  W3UA,  Junior  Dep- 
uty State  Radio  Officer;  Charles  S. 
Garrigus,  W3NRU,  Western  Area 
Radio  Officer;  Wally  Blakslee,  W3- 
BGR,  Eastern  Area  Radio  Officer. 
The  Central  Area  Radio  Officer  is 
Boyd  Miller,  W3HUL. 

Each  County  Civil  Defense  Direc- 
tor is  expected  to  appoint  a County 
Radio  Officer  for  amateur  operations 
as  required  by  the  State  RACES 
Plan.  Working  under  direction  of 
the  County  Civil  Defense  Director 
and  in  cooperation  with  the  Area  Radio 
Officer,  the  County  Radio  Officer  is  re- 
sponsible for  general  supervision  of 
amateur  radio  stations  and  personnel 
within  the  county,  both  those  operating 
in  the  statewide,  low  frequency,  inter- 
county network  and  those  operating 
in  the  high  frequency,  intra-county 
network. 

The  Area  Radio  Officer,  after  con- 
sultation with  the  County  Civil  De- 
fense Director  and  the  County  Radio 
Officer,  is  expected  to  designate  a quali- 
fied radio  amateur  within  each  county 
who  shall  be  responsible  for  operation 
of  the  County  Key  Station,  provided 
for  in  paragraph  3.8  of  the  State 
RACES  Plan. 

The  purpose  of  County  Key  Stations 
is  to  provide  within  each  county  an 
“outlet  into  and  from”  the  statewide, 
low  frequency,  inter-county  network. 
In  other  words,  State  and  inter-county 
traffic  to  and  from  any  given  county 
will,  in  the  main,  “enter”  and  “leave” 
the  county  through  the  Key  Station. 
To  operate  effectively,  the  individuals 
responsible  for  operation  of  each 
County  Key  Station  obviously  must 
own,  or  control,  low-frequency  equip- 
ment of  the  specific  type  required  for 
inter-county  operations.  They  also 
must  be  familiar  with  the  procedures 
followed  in  such  operations.  Ideally, 
the  County  Key  Station  should  be  lo- 
cated in  or  near  the  County  Civil 
Defense  Control  Center.  Where  this 
is  impractical  or  impossible,  it  is  es- 
sential that  the  County  Key  Station 
and  the  County  Control  Center  be 
“linked”  either  by  high  frequency, 
intra-county  radio  or  by  telephone,  or 
both. 

The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense 
will  provide  each  county  with  an  elec- 


The  Monroe  County  Civil  Defense 
Council  has  completed  organization  of 
an  unusual  “Boat  Division”  com- 
manded by  Harold  Hosier,  a Civil  De- 
fense volunteer,  who  did  outstanding 
work  during  the  August  1955  floods. 

Recently  Monroe  County  Civil  De- 
fense Director,  Judge  Fred  Davis,  in- 
spected the  fleet  of  this  Boat  Division. 
There  were  18  boats,  with  motors,  on 
display  before  the  Monroe  County 
Civil  Defense  Office,  the  boats  ranging 
from  an  85-pound  aluminum  boat  to 
17-foot  cabin  cruiser  with  40  h.p.  mo- 
tor. It  was  estimated  that  the  value 
of  the  boats  and  equipment,  all  offered 
voluntarily  to  Civil  Defense,  is  ap- 
proximately $30,000.00. 

Hosier  is  assisted  in  management 
of  the  Boat  Division  by  an  advisory 
board  consisting  of  Boyd  Weiss,  Jr., 
Jacob  James,  Sam  Miller  and  Bud 
Rowe. 

. The  County  is  divided  into  six  geo- 
graphical divisions,  all  commanded  by 
a boat  division  captain.  Captains  are: 

Boyd  Weiss,  Jr.,  Harvey  Hartman, 
Samuel  Miller,  William  Tucker,  Stan- 
ley Sell  and  Mr.  Baylor. 


trie  generator  to  be  used  to  provide 
emergency  power  for  the  County  Key 
Station. 

Each  County  Radio  Officer  is  re- 
sponsible for  developing  a county-wide 
radio  amateur  communications  plan 
and  for  preparation  of  a formal  County 
RACES  Plan.  Area  Radio  Officers 
will  assist  County  Radio  Officers. 


County  Rescue  Course 

A 14-week  Civil  Defense  public  works 
rescue  course  recently  was  conducted 
in  Blair  County. 

Personnel  of  the  class  were  from 
the  Peoples  Natural  Gas  Company,  the 
Juniata  Gap  Volunteer  Fire  Company 
and  civil  defense  wardens  throughout 
Altoona.  Ernest  Dejaiffe,  of  Altoona 
University  Center,  was  chief  instruc- 
tor. 

It  was  announced  that  the  Blair 
County-Altoona  Civil  Defense  Council 
plans  to  give  a similar  course  in  the 
autumn.  In  use  at  these  courses  is 
the  heavy-duty  rescue  truck  purchased 
under  the  matching  fund  program. 

Family  Action  Pamphlet 

Distributed 

The  Warden  Service  of  the  Altoona- 
Blair  County  Council  of  Civil  Defense 
recently  distributed  40,000  free  copies 
of  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Adminis- 
tration pamphlet,  entitled,  “Home  Pro- 
tection Exercises.” 

Norman  N.  Mench,  Chief  Warden, 
stated  that  the  pamphlets,  numbers  of 
which  were  based  on  school  district 
records,  were  distributed  through  dis- 
trict wardens. 

At  the  same  time,  Lloyd  M.  Morris, 
Director  of  Civil  Defense  of  Altoona- 
Blair  County,  urged  wardens  to  take 
the  opportunity,  as  they  delivered  the 
pamphlets,  to  sell  the  Civil  Defense 
story. 
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THE  SURPRISE  ALERT 

(From  Page  3) 

“Sure  it  was  only  practice  Satur- 
day. 

“Do  you  recall  when  you  went  to 
school,  and  even  school  children  to- 
day know  it,  that  fire  drills  were  held 
to  prepare  against  disaster  in  the 
school.  You  didn’t  question  the  ac- 
tion when  the  bell  rang  for  a fire 
drill.  You  and  the  other  children  just 
up  and  went  in  the  order  prescribed. 

“There  isn’t  a person  in  his  right 
mind  who  does  not  hope  and  pray 
against  the  day  when  Erie  or  any 
other  locale  in  the  United  States 
would  be  the  target  for  a bomb.  How- 
ever, while  we  pray  and  hope  there 
isn’t  any  good  reason  why  we  ought 
not  to  be  prepared  individually  to 
minimize  the  results  of  a disaster, 
whether  from  the  air  or  otherwise. 

“In  Saturday’s  CD  drill  we  saw  very 
few  people  in  the  downtown  area  who 
paid  any  attention  to  the  signals. 
Traffic,  of  course,  was  stopped  because 
amber  lights  halted  motorists.  We 
saw  few  of  them  even  who  pulled  out 
of  the  line  to  the  curb  to  provide 
space  for  emergency  vehicles.  That 
ought  to  be  done  any  time  an  amber 
light  is  holding  traffic. 

“Who  knows?  The  next  time  those 
sirens  wail,  it  might  be  the  real  thing. 

“Another  drill,  on  a national  scale, 
is  scheduled  in  July.  There  won’t  be 
much  reason  for  anybody  not  knowing 
about  what  is  expected  of  them. 

“For  once,  we  would  like  to  see  the 
public  co-operate  to  the  point  where 
CD  officials  could  say  the  operation 
was  a success. 

Huge  headlines  in  the  Norristown 
“Times  Herald”  hailed  the  civil  defense 
as  “a  success.”  It  stated: 

“Admiral  Charles  R.  Will,  Mont- 
gomery County  Civil  Defense  Director, 
said,  after  the  ‘alert’  signal  was 
sounded,  that  he  and  his  assistants, 
mobilized  in  the  Montgomery  Arcade, 
had  received  numerous  telephone  calls 
from  Civil  Defense  directors  in  county 
communities,  reporting  that  they  had 
received  the  signals  and  that  they  had 
activated  their  control  centers. 

“Chief  of  Police  Robert  Reilly,  of 
Norristown,  said  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Civil  Defense  test  was  a success 
in  the  borough.  He  said  that  the 
public  was  cooperative  and  showed 
great  interest.  Motorists  were  halted 
by  police  officers  if  they  did  not  stop 
of  their  own  accord.  Police  assign- 
ments were  relayed  by  House  Sergeant 
John  Kerecman. 

“Everything  ran  smoothly  even 
though  it  was  at  a busy  time  on  a Sat- 
( Cont’d  Page  8) 


CONELRAD  Radio  Alert 

A recent  Federal  Civil  Defense  Ad- 
ministration Advisory  Bulletin  outlines 
a change  in  the  operational  procedure 
of  CONELRAD  radio  alerts.  The 
Bulletin  states: 

“A  recent  change  in  military  policy 
permits  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Con- 
tinental Air  Defense  Command  (CIN- 
CONAD),  under  unusual  circum- 
stances, to  declare  a CONELRAD 
Radio  Alert  prior  to  a condition  of 
Warning  Yellow,  if  intelligence  indi- 
cates that  hostile  action  is  sufficiently 
probable  to  require  the  implementa- 
tion of  any  portion  of  approved  plans 
for  the  defense  of  the  United  States. 
Otherwise,  CONELRAD  will  be  placed 
into  effect  by  CINCONAD  simultane- 
ously with  the  declaration  of  Warning 
Yellow,  or  Warning  Red  if  it  should 
ever  come  first. 

“Declaration  of  the  initial  Warning 
Yellow  will  be  made  only  by  CINCO- 
NAD. However,  should  normal  means 
of  communications  become  inoperative, 
the  initial  Warning  Yellow  may  be  de- 
clared by  Commanders  of  the  Joint 
Air  Defense  Forces. 

“In  the  event  CONELRAD  is  ever 
placed  into  effect  prior  to  a Warning 
Yellow,  this  information  will  be  simul- 
taneously disseminated  over  the  Civil 
Air  Defense  Warning  System.  Civil 
defense  Key  Points  will  further  dis- 
seminate this  information  throughout 
their  assigned  areas  of  responsibility.” 

It  was  stated  also  in  the  Bulletin 
that  the  phraseology  to  be  utilized  by 
CONELRAD  stations  to  implement 
the  system  will  be  “This  is  a CON- 
ELRAD Radio  Alert,”  with  discon- 
tinuance to  be  phrased  as  “This  is  a 
CONELRAD  Radio  All  Clear.” 

The  Bulletin  concludes,  as  follows: 

“If  a declaration  of  CONELRAD 
should  ever  occur  prior  to  a Warning 
Yellow,  civil  defense  forces  should  be- 
gin mobilization  in  accordance  with 
State  and  local  plans  and  preparations 
should  be  made  to  place  survival  plans 
into  effect  in  the  event  the  tactical 
situation  should  require  the  Warning 
Yellow  to  follow.” 

Northeastern  Fire  School 

Wayne  County  Council  of  Civil  De- 
fense took  part  recently  in  the  Eighth 
Annual  Fire-Fighting  School  conducted 
by  the  Northeastern  Volunteer  Fire- 
men’s Federation. 

Ted  Lilholt,  Civil  Defense  Director 
of  Wayne  County,  was  in  charge  of 
a state-owned  heavy-duty  rescue  ve- 
hicle exhibited  there. 

It  was  held  in  Honesdale. 


Twisters  Spur  Interest 

According  to  the  Michigan  office 
of  Civil  Defense  News  Letter,  con- 
cern about  tornadoes  as  a result  of 
this  Spring’s  disaster  in  that  state 
resulted  in  a great  demand  for  civil 
defense  informational  material. 

It  was  stated  that  30,000  pieces  of 
shelter  literature  were  requested  and 
supplied  throughout  Michigan  and 
55,000  copies  of  “Tornado  Safety 
Rules”  were  distributed. 


How  Conelrad  Operates 

(From  Page  1) 

tuned  to  640  or  1240,  as  marked  on 
standard  receiver  bands  and  dials. 

Where  two  or  more  Conelrad  sta- 
tions in  the  same  community  are  op- 
erating as  a “station  cluster”,  their 
broadcasts  will  be  “continuous”,  or 
“unbroken”.  The  reception  of  broad- 
casts by  stations  operating  in  clusters 
may,  however,  periodically  vary  in  vol- 
ume, or  “strength”,  as  the  broadcasts 
automatically  are  shifted  from  one 
transmitter  to  another,  in  what  is  tech- 
nically known  as  “sequential  opera- 
tion”. 

Where  there  is  only  one  authorized 
Conelrad  station  in  a given  area,  that 
station  usually  will  operate  as  an  in- 
dependent Conelrad  unit.  During 
“Conelrad  Alerts”,  the  broadcasts  from 
single  stations  will  be  “broken”,  or 
“interrupted”.  Broadly  speaking,  all 
single,  non-cluster  Conelrad  stations 
will  be  “on  the  air”  for  roughly  30 
seconds,  then  silent  for  approximately 
the  same  length  of  time,  then  on  again 
and  off  again  on  the  same  basis,  until 
the  “Conelrad  All-Clear”  is  declared. 

Contrary  to  common  belief,  Conelrad 
is  not  a special  nationwide  radio  net- 
work which  the  President  and  other 
ranking  defense  officials  can  use  simul- 
taneously to  broadcast  essential  mes- 
sages to  all  Americans.  Conelrad  is, 
instead,  basically  an  emergency  op- 
erational system  whereby  local  stations 
locally  may  broadcast  essential  in- 
formation and  instructions  to  people 
within  a radius  of  ten  or  20  miles. 

Since  one  of  Conelrad’s  primary 
purposes  is  to  deny  essential  informa- 
tion to  the  enemy,  Conelrad  stations 
will  not  identify  themselves  when  ac- 
tually operating  under  Conelrad.  For1 
the  same  reason,  the  use  of  significant 
geographic  references,  including  men- 
tion of  the  names  of  key  cities  and 
towns,  will  be  closely  restricted  during 
Conelrad  operations.  In  many  in- 
stances, the  only  means  whereby  lis- 
teners may  identify  Conelrad  stations 
will  be  through  recognition  of  the 
names,  or  voices,  of  local  announcers 
and  local  defense  officials. 
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ALERT 

(From  Preceding  Page) 

urday  morning,”  Chief  Reilly  added. 

MERCER  COUNTY  reported: 

“Every  political  subdivision  in  Mer- 
cer County  was  alerted,  but  due  to  ig- 
norance of  the  new  signals,  pedes- 
trians did  not  know  what  it  was  all 
about. 

“Traffic  was  halted  in  some  places, 
in  others  they  would  not  use  their 
Auxiliary  Police  and  other  facilities 
for  the  reason  that  they  have  not  had 
time  to  have  their  volunteers  regis- 
tered in  Harrisburg  and  were  not  cov- 
ered by  insurance.  As  far  as  the  fan- 
out of  the  alert  signal,  it  was  given 
out  to  each  political  subdivision  and 
was  sounded.  It  is  now  a job  to  edu- 
cate the  people  of  the  new  signals. 

“Report  poor  response  to  alert  by 
traffic  and  pedestrians.  Fan-out 
good.” 

According  to  the  “Reading  Eagle”— 

“Reading  and  Berks  County  this 
morning  underwent  an  air  raid  alert 
that  surprised  almost  everyone,  pro- 
duced some  confusion,  but  on  the 
basis  of  early  reports,  was  considered 
‘generally  successful’  by  Civil  Defense 
officials  here. 

“On  the  city’s  streets,  traffic  was 
brought  to  a halt  by  police,  who  also 
asked  pedestrians  to  ‘take  cover’  in- 
side buildings.  In  the  county,  how- 
ever, preliminary  reports  indicated 
some  confusion. 

“In  Wernersville,  a new  $750  siren 
recently  installed  atop  the  fire  house 
was  not  sounded  because  the  proper 
persons  could  not  be  reached. 

“The  battery  of  telephones  in  the 
CD  control  room  at  the  Court  House 
were  manned  by  County  Commis- 
sioner Charles  S.  Adams,  Berks  County 
CD  director;  Mrs.  Marguerite  Voss 
Osman,  executive  director  of  the  Berks 
County  Civil  Defense  Council;  Mrs. 
Virginia  Pursell,  assistant  to  Mrs.  Os- 
man; David  Geiss,  162  Tulpehocken 
Street,  West  Reading;  Paul  Althouse, 
Temple,  and  Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Russell, 
1900  Alsace  Rd. 

“Also  on  duty  in  the  control  room 
during  the  test  were  Fire  Chief  Rus- 
sell C.  Bowers;  Frank  S.  Doerrman, 
control  room  chief,  and  Dr.  LeRoy  A. 
Gehris  of  the  medical  division.” 

The  “Allentown  Morning  Call”  had 
this  to  state: 

“Lack  of  understanding  about  which 
signal  to  heed  left  many  pedestrians 
and  motorists  confused.  In  Allen- 
town, they  were  well  provided  for  by 
police,  firemen,  auxiliary  and  emerg- 
ency police,  meter  maids  and  crossing 
guards. 
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“But  Bethlehem  Police  Chief  Ray- 
mond Reuter  complained  that  traffic 
signals,  supposed  to  remain  red  in  all 
directions  during  the  alert,  kept  flash- 
ing red  and  green. 

“In  Wind  Gap,  it  was  reported  CD 
groups  trying  to  halt  the  traffic  ran 
head-on  into  municipal  police  who 
ordered  traffic  to  keep  moving. 

“Despite  the  lack  of  understanding 
among  residents,  most  members  of 
CD  organizations  responded  quickly 
and  were  at  their  posts  when  the  take- 
cover  sounded.” 

“The  Wayne  Independent”  said: 

“ ‘For  the  majority  of  the  town- 
ships and  boroughs  of  Wayne  County, 
Saturday’s  alert  was  a success,’  ” said 
County  Civil  Defense  Director  Ted 
Lilholt  on  Sunday  following  his  return 
from  a personal  tour  of  the  county 
made  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening 
and  Sunday. 

“ ‘In  only  two  townships,  Oregon 
and  Lebanon,  did  I find  that  there  was 
no  active  measures  taken  during  the 
alert.  This  is  due  to  these  two  town- 
ships having  no  Civil  Defense  Directors 
on  the  township  level.  The  reason 
for  this  is  that  the  Township  Supervis- 
ors have  failed  to  secure  and  recom- 
mend directors  for  their  respective 
townships  at  this  date.  However,  it 
is  expected  that  their  recommendations 
will  be  made  this  week  as  these  super- 
visors are  vitally  interested  in  the  pro- 
tection of  their  citizens. 

“ ‘We  learned  much  from  the  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  gained  during 
Saturday’s  alert.  After  a conference 
with  the  assistant  directors,  we  find 
need  for  a much  larger  Civil  Defense 
Auxiliary  Police  Force  that  should  be 
trained  and  equipped  foi\  all  disaster 
duty,’  ” said  Mr.  Lilholt. 

“The  State  Police,  Borough  Police 
forces,  constables  and  Fire  Police  aug- 
mented with  the  Civil  Defense  Auxili- 
ary Police  under  the  direction  of  Sheriff 


Williams  and  Deputy  Robert  Hetticher 
had  the  traffic  situation  well  under 
control  in  most  parts  of  the  county, 
according  to  Mr.  Lilholt’s  report. 
However,  he  did  learn  that  on  many 
of  the  back  streets  of  towns  and  sec- 
ondary roads  in  the  townships,  that 
traffic  was  occasionally  moving  dur- 
ing the  alert  thus  prompting  the  acute 
need  for  auxiliary  police  trainees. 

“Mr.  Lilholt  was  high  in  his  praises 
for  the  telephone  exchange  operators 
throughout  the  county,  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  expedited  the  several 
hundred  telephone  calls  to  the  many 
parts  of  the  county  during  the  aieri, 
and  to  the  personnel  of  the  Civil  De- 
fense headquarters  staff  for  the  capa- 
ble way  that  they  relayed  the  mes- 
sages via  telephone.  In  all,  seven 
to  nine  telephones  were  alerted  for  ac- 
tion at  the  courthouse.  Last  but  by  far 
not  least,  he  praised  the  local  town- 
ship directors  and  their  personnel  who 
have  for  the  most  part  only  recently 
enrolled  in  Civil  Defense,  for  the 
speedy  manner  that  they  assumed 
their  duties. 

“ ‘Had  this  been  a real  attack,  I 
venture  to  say  that  many  hundreds  of 
lives  would  have  been  saved  by  the 
alert  actions  of  the  volunteer  Civil 
Defense  workers  of  our  county,’  ” 
were  the  final  words  of  the  county 
director  in  summing  up  the  whole  mat- 
ter.’ ” 

Susquehanna  County  reported  that 
its  fan-out  system  broke  down.  In 
Monroe  County  several  sirens  in  the 
largest  boroughs  failed  to  function. 
In  Lebanon  confusion  resulted  when  a 
“Take  Cover”  signal  was  erroneously 
sounded  on  the  receipt  of  “yellow.” 

Chester  County  blamed  improper 
briefing  by  local  directors  on  a break- 
down on  the  fan-out  system.  Bucks 
County  complained  of  insufficient  time 
for  fan-out  because  of  the  short  inter- 
lude between  signals. 


8 


